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5.1.15 Off-line sections operation – special conditions

Off-line sections are defined as guideway sections featuring automatic operation at restricted speed, such as: off-line stations, or vehicle storage areas (Lanes).

For off-line sections operation, three different zones are considered: 
· transition zone to and from the mainline, 
· circulation zone,
· docking zone. 
Transition zone: 
When entering/leaving the mainline from/to the off-line section, the vehicle shall be detected by the ATP system of the  off-line section, and speed shall be adjusted accordingly. Vehicle movement between main line and off-line lanes shall be accomplished in accordance with the principles of Section 5.1.14.   
Circulation zone: 
Contact between 2 moving vehicles may be acceptable at low speed, only under failure conditions, if the contact speed is low enough as determined by an analysis conducted in accordance with Section 3.1.2.1, Hazards Analyses in order to:
· protect against damage to vehicles (reversible shock absorbers may be used) 

and 
· protect against passenger injuries (collision impact shall meet all criteria of  Section 7.4.4.9.2). 
The permissible contact speed shall be enforced by ATP. 
Docking zone: 
Contact between a moving vehicle and a vehicle stopped at a docking position (with doors open and brakes applied as per Section 5.1.8) may be acceptable at low speed, only under failure conditions, if the contact speed is low enough as determined by an analysis conducted in accordance with Section 3.1.2.1, Hazards Analyses in order to:
· protect against damage to vehicles (reversible shock absorbers may be used) 

· protect against passenger injuries (collision impact shall meet all criteria of  Section 7.4.4.9.2). 
and 

· to prevent any movement of the stopped vehicle. Passenger on platform and passenger embarking/disembarking safety shall be in accordance with Section 10.2 - Platform Edge Protection. Door Control Protection and Departure interlocks shall be in accordance with Sections  5.1.10 and 5.1.11 respectively.

































